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About the book:  

 
The Ohio State University's surrounding neighborhoods predate the establishment of the nation's largest 

university. What emerged after the university's founding from NECKO to Glen Echo was a diverse    

community of people, professions, housing styles, educational experiments, and activism. Despite intense 

development pressures after World War II and inevitable change to a densely populated area, 80 percent 

of the historic housing stock remains. The university area neighborhoods have more districts on the      

National Register of Historic Places and city-protected historic districts than any other area in Columbus. 

In addition to longtime residents, the University District has been the collegiate incubator of more famous 

people than any other neighborhood in Ohioðhumorist James Thurber, bicycle daredevil Conn Baker, 

writer Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Dr. Charles Pavey, vaudevillian Elsie Janis, and athlete Jesse Owens, to 

name a few. 

About the authors: 

 
Doreen N. Uhas Sauer is active with the University District Organization, the University Area           

Commission, and the University Community Association. She and her husband live along Iuka Ravine, 

teaching, collecting, and writing history. Stuart J. Koblentz is president of the Marion County Historical 

Society. Koblentz and his partner are longtime Glen Echo residents. The University District Organization, 

a consortium of university, business, and community entities, has been the major planning organization 

for the university neighborhoods since 1971. 

 


