
Landlord Fire 
Safety Information

COLUMBUS  DIV IS ION  OF  F IRE

Got questions?

Columbus Division of Fire 

3639 Parsons Avenue, Columbus, OH 43206 

614-221-3132 

www.columbus.gov/public-safety/fire/

Landlord  
Resources

Ohio State Fire Marshal

8895 E Main St, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 

614-752-8200 

https://www.com.ohio.gov/fire/ 

Fire Safety Resources

United States Fire Administration

www.usfa.fema.gov

National Fire Prevention Association

www.nfpa.org

National Fire Safety Council 

www,nfsc.org

Know your responsibilities

Smoke/CO Alarms
Landlords/Owners are required to install 

working Smoke & Carbon Monoxide Alarms for

tenants & test them annually. Tenantsmust also

include a statement in your leasestating that you

installed the alarm and the tenant must

maintain it.  

Fire Extinguishers
Extinguishers must be in the common 

areas or on the exterior of the building on 

each level. 

Exiting & Egress
Exit signs should be lit and tested monthly. 

Keep halls & stairs adequately lit and free 

of obstruction. Fire escapes should be 

structurally sound. 

Sprinkler Systems
If you provide sprinkler systems, ensure 

they are tested annually - check gauges for 

pressure and make sure control valves are 

in the open position. 

Knox Box Systems
Who is required to install a knox box? Buildings

with fire alarm users, sprinkler systems, elevators,

restricted areas, or areas with gates with the

exception of single family residences, duplexes

or buildings that are unlocked 24/7.



Prevention is key - Share this vital information with your tenants!

Know the stats

U.S. Fire Administration  

"Cause of Fire" Stats

Causes of Residential Building Fires
Out of 364,300 fires reported in 2016

Cooking - 50.3% 
Heating - 9.6%
Unintentional/Careless - 6.6%
Electrical Malfunction - 6.5%
Open flame - 4.3%
Intentional - 4.2%
Appliances - 3.6%
Other heat - 3.3%
Exposure - 2.9%
Smoking - 2.1%
Equipment malfunction - 1.8%
Natural - 1.7%
Cause under investigation - 1.4%
Other equipment - 1.2%
Playing with heat source - 0.4%

BBQ Grills
If you live in a building that has 3 or more 
apartments and is unsprinklered, you are 
prohibited from operating an open-flame 
cooking device on a combustible balcony or 
within 10ft of combustible construction with 
the exception of gas grills under 1lb capacity.  

Cooking Safety
Stay in the kitchen while cooking and use a 
timer to remind you that you are cooking. 
Keep anything that can catch fire away from 
your stovetop.
Keep a lid nearby when you’re cooking to 
smother small grease fires by sliding the lid 
over the pan and turn off the stovetop.
Leave the pan covered until it is completely 
cooled. For an oven fire turn off the heat 
and keep the door closed.
If you choose to try and put out the fire 
yourself, be sure everyone else is 
evacuating and someone has called 911.  

Other Home Hazards
Don’t overload electrical outlets.
Avoid use of extension cords, if possible.
If you use a space heater, keep it at least 
3’ from anything that can burn and 
never power it with an extension cord.
Keep matches/lighters away from kids.
Keep furnace/water heater closet free of 
storage.
Clean your dryer lint trap after each use 
and keep all vents clean and maintained.
Keep exits, stairways, and hallways clear 
of all materials. 

Careless Smoking 
Use a sturdy ashtray or can filled with sand 
to collect ashes. Do not use a flammable 
container such as Tupperware and never 
use a potted plant. Potting soil contains 
combustible materials.
Put it out. The cigarette needs to be 
completely stubbed out in the ashtray.
Do not let cigarette butts pile up on top of 
one another. Empty your ashtray often by 
first soaking the cigarette butts in water. 
NEVER toss hot cigarette butts or ashes in 
the trash.
If you are drowsy, put it out. Fires caused by 
cigarettes often start on or next to the 
victim – in bed, on a sofa or in the trash.
Never smoke while using oxygen!  

Candles
Avoid use of candles.
If you do burn candles, use candle holders 
that are sturdy, place on an uncluttered 
surface, light carefully and always remain in 
the room while the candle is burning.
Don't burn candles all the way down. 
Never burn candles when oxygen is used. 

The first step you can take to protect your 
property is prevention! Make sure your 

tenants are informed. Share these safety 
tips and reminders frequently with your 
tenants and be on the lookout for these 

common hazards when conducting 
walk-through inspections. 


